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CON CERNING THE 


Wandring of the MIND 
GODs SERVICE. 


_ 


<7 bit you may attend upon the Lord 
without ns 


> HE SE Words ſpake 
> St. Paul in atime of Per- 
A ſecution. , and he ſpake 
chem with ſpecial regard 
# to it. During that ſea- 

-B2& {on he recommended to 
Chriſtians: -a ſingle Eſtate. He recom- 
mended | ir, but did not enjoyn it, nor 
mY "8 2 "ke 
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make a matter of diſcretion, a neceſſary 
Duty. He gave nor (therefore) this 
Counſel to all, bt ro thaſe who conld re- 
cerve it. And upon this account It was 
that þe then advisd” to that Mate of life ; 
He conſider'd chati tho iGalpel wasito be 
Preach'd in many Countries, with great 
Pains, -and amidſt equal Pekils: - And he 
well underſtood; -that-the-leſs-the-Propa- 
oators of it were intangled in the Afﬀairs 
of this Life, the more they. would be at 
liberty to promote theirholy Faith :. The 
freer they would be from gt. 7K of 
Mind, -and upon that account, the better: 
diſpos'd to: Atrend upon the* [ Servics;of 
che] Lord | Jeſus | without diſtrattion-* 
Upon occaſion of theſe Words l hall 
(bye n0p> RTE ' 
1. Enquire into the Nate 9 ths Di 
tradtion, Or eo of the Mind. Next 


to > that, 
adly. May 


...... tn the Service of - God. 3 

: 2dly, May'be conſider the great Evil 
of -it, eſpecially: where it is indulg'd ; and 
more - eſpecially when it is affe&ed in the 
Worſhip of God. | That Confideration 


—— _—_ 


will fitly introduce (in the 
3d Place) A Perſuaſzue to Attention 
and fixedneſs -of Thought in God's Ser: 
vice; that the Grace of God, which is, in 
it ſelf, of ſo ineſtimable a Value, may 
not by us be recerv'd in vain. 
I. Phe General nature of the Wandring 
of the mind, confiſteth neither inits muſing 
upon miany things, which increaſeth know- 
ledg ; - zor in -batlancing one thing againſt 
another, which helpeth'us-to make a right 
judgment of them; 'nor yet in-its paſſing 
from one*matter' to'another, tho the ob- 
jects arcat agreat diſtance; for they may 
have «Connexion ireafon, tho they have 
K'notm 'tim& ox place; 'lo-1t is (for exam- 
ple)-with-thoſe grear'Objets, Moſer and 
Ebriſt, Canaan and Heaven. Bur 
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"But then the Mind may- be ſaid ro 
_—_ when the Attention is removed 
from the matter which was properly be- 
fore it, to ſomething foreign, even then 
when the Meditation on that matter was 
fitly and uſefully to be continued... So 
Pilate asked what was Truth 2 Put he 
purſued not the Enquiry, neither ſtaid he 
for the Anſwer of our Saviour, who was 
the only Oracle that could havegiven him 
a Reſolution which would have _ no 
doubt behind it _ 

This diſftra&ion of the Thor he is. 
ſometimes a Natural Infirmity, _ ow 
times a wiltul and afte&ed Practice. 

Sometimes the temper of the Brain is 
either over-hot and volatile, or cloudy, 


and heavy, and ſlow, in pi Original 
frame 6-4 L: ſomcrinncs Affictions and 


Diſcaſes andthron gs of Worldly Afﬀairs t& , 


ſhatter that Temper which was at firſtan 
apt 


in the Service of Cod. 


apt inſtrument of Sobriety and compo- 
ſure of Mind. And generally the Mind 
is apt, inſtead of maintaining an orderly 
connexion of the [mages of it, which 
requireth Pains and Judgment, to rove 
from one to another, by a kind of caſu- 
al coherence. As, for Example, when 
there is . mention made in Scripture of 
Chriſt and his Dodcrine, as the - true 
Bread which came down from Heaven ; 
the Imagination of the Reader or Hear- 
er who has not had his Senſes orderly 
exercisd and fix'd, is very apt to wander 
from that Evangelical Food,to the thought 
of the Manna of the Iſraelites ; and from 
the Mazna, to the Wilderneſs in which it 
fell, and from thence to the Rock in the 
Deſarr, which God turned into a ſpringing 
Well ; and then peradventure he thinks of 
the Impatience of TI hirſt, and the refreſh- 
ing of Water; and after that, the Fancy 
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is led into as many windings and turnings 
of muſing, as the Fews lay there werein 
that River which followed them. Thus 
the Mind is carried to ſuch a diſtance 
from the firſ# thought, as not to be able to 
tell, of a ſudden, where the Imaginati- 
on began, and in what manner it was con- 
tinued. 

We ſee and hear a great deal of this 
in the Digreſions which are continually 
made both in Books and in Converlſati- 
on ; and may, to our great grief, feel the 
Byas of it in our ſelves when we appear 
before God in his holy Houſe ; where there 
is little need of our interrupting of one a- 
nother by late coming, by I alk, or by ir- 
reverent Geſture, ſeeing our own Minds 
give themſelves too much diverſion. 

The natural Infirmity whichT have been 
ſpeaking of, is, in ſome Perſons carried 
on with ſuch Indulgence, that it becomes 

a Pre- 
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a Preſumption. Such way is given to it, 
ſuch content is taken in it, that it is pro- 
perly a Man's own A&. 

I ſhall not here diſcourſe of all the 
kinds of this wiltul W andring ; but only 
of the removing of the Attention, in part 
or in whole, from the Worſhip of God, 
and the carrying of it to ſomething that 
is vain, or wicked, or indifferent ; or it 
good, as improper at that time, as would 
have been the practice of the Impotent 
man at Betheſday, it he had defired tohave 
been carried afar off to a Phyſician, in 
that juncture when the Angel had been 
juſt moving the Waters, or when Chriſt 
himſelf was by the Porch. 


This is the manner of thoſe who in 
God's Houle are preſent in body, and ab- 
ſent in ſpirit; who with cold Formality, 
repeat religious Words, not minding the 
important ſenſe of them ; who bear as 
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Of the WW andring of th e Mind 
if they beard not ; who read with ſuch 


| Negligence, as not to wnderſtand , even 
where the matter is not. beyond a Ca- 
pacity which has not much depth ; who 
{ee the Holy Elements, and think of 
common T ables, and wander with their it 
Appetite, as well as their T hought : 
Who draw nigh to God with their 
lips, whilſt their bearts are far from bim ; 
or poſſibly their Hearts are elſewhere 
ſo perfealy engaged, that they nei- 
ther cauſe the /zp to move, nor the knee 
#0 bow. 


Burt, 
2dly. T he diſtemper of wandring, whe- 


ther it be natural or acquir'd, is no ſmall 
Evil, eſpecially when we ſhould draw 


nigh to God in Religious Aﬀem- } 
blies. LL... 


I, Even there wher e it 1s- 4 natural 


mnfir- 
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infirmity, it 1s attended with great incon- 
venience. 
It hinders us .in the ſearch of ſuch 
Truths, as depend upon any number 
of Conſequences. Where there is not 
Attention, ſuch Truths will not be 
found : Ir is from the ſame Root, that 
both Credulity and Scepticiſm ſpring. It 
is from want of cloſeneſs of Thought, 
that ſome believe any thing, and others 
nothing. Hence alſo is prevented Re- 
ſolution of VV1il,, fo neceſſary in a good 
matter, and attaind only by ſuch a judg- 
- ment, as, being fixed it ſelf, fixeth. the 
Purpoſe. And, for the utmoſt degree 
of Inconſiſtency of Thought, 'tis no o- 
ther than Madneſs. From lower degrees 
of it, proceed great defefs in a man's 
Duty to God, his Neighbour, or him- 
ſelf , whilſt the mind ſtarts from that 
which. is before. it, and leaves it unfi- 


niſh'd 
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nith'd, reverſing the Counſel of the wiſe- 
Ecd.9.10. man, © V batſoever thy band findeth to 
* do, doit with thy might. So lerviceable 
to all Bufineſs, Civil or Sacred , is the ap- 
plication-of the mind. 
Iris true, that very devout Perſons are 
_.. ſabjeQto the Infirmity of VV andring ; it 
being- difficult, amidft ſuch a variety of 1- 
mages in the head, to keep one certain 
line of them*ſtraight and continued ; and 
our great. Adverſary,- in the midſt of our 
beſt I houghts, is buſte in darting in ſuch 
Suggeſtions, as. by their ſuddennels, their 
incoherence, their contrariety, both to our 
preſenc Thoughts and Aﬀe&ions, and 
Prayers ; their Black and Diabolical na- 
ture, ſhew chat they are of their Father 
the Devil. 
And tho it isin Divinity as in the Cz- 
vil Law, by which the Trees planted in 
another Man's Ground, are not, till they 
 -k take 
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take root, judged the Property of the 
Owner of the Sol ; tho evil Suggeſtions, 
till by our conſent they are rooted in 
our hearts, are not our proper thoughts, 
but either the Devils I emptarions, or na- 
tural Infirmities, which the Mercitul God, 
who conſiders our Frame, will not impute 
Wir toſuch in whom the ſprrit #s willing, and 
om rhe fleſh weak; yet it is an uhhappy and 
ml uncomfortable Circumſtance which they 
ſtd ought to pray and ſtrive againſt, and. to 
wok the utmoſt of their Skill and Power abate, 
wy bearing with Patience the Weakneſs they 
babe cannot conquer, till God Almighty in his 
Gs, good time ſhall work the bleſſed Alterati- 
ct onin them. 

But then, 

:dly. When. Men allow and indulge 
themſelves in this roving of Imagination, 
and when they do fo even in the Wor- 

_ ſhipot God, . 


Then 


Of the Wandring of the Mind 


Then 1ſt. T heir ſen is exceeding ſenful. 
And, 

2dly. T heir Condition # very dange- 
TOUS. 

1. T heir ſen exceeding ſinful, both in 
it ſelf, and the Fountain whence it pro- 
ceeds, 

1. This Practice flows from a corrupt 
beart, which wants the love of God. For 
where the T reaſure is, there will the heart 
be alſo. If therefore the Heart valued 
God and Goodnels,. if it truly lov'd his 
Honour, and its own Salvation , it 
would not perpetually go aſtray from 
them, but be there: fixed where true joys 
are 10 be found, Ihe Iſraelites when they 
were out of Egypt with their Bodies in 
- their hearts. they. turned back again into 
Egypt ;. its Idols pleafing their wmagi- 
nations, and its fruits their Appe- 
ites ; but the holy woman in the Goſpel, 

who 
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who choſe the good part, whoſe Aﬀeti- 
on You chiefly placed upon the One thing 
neceſſary ſhe fr ate, in the poſture, and | 
with the attention, of 4 Diſciple at  Peſus 1, rs +6. 
feet, and beard bir ard, 39, 42: 
2. The root of this practice, the want 
of the love of God, being ſo evil, the 
praffice cannot but partake of the irreli 
g10uUs nature Of it. 
Wilftul W andring in God s ſervice isa 
kind of. Contempt of God, anda coming in- 
toihis Preſence: to: Night lm: : to affront 
him to his face ; and it gives him juſt oc- 
caſion to'complain, as in. Fer. 23.. 11. I 
my Houſe I.bave found wickedneſs. It is a 
= kl» I of our own ways and thoughts 
before his : nay, tis the preferring of the 


InjeFions of the Devil, to whom we 
give place, by receiving of them into the 
room of pious meditations. 


v4 It 
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lr is likewiſe a diſobedient refuſal of bis 
call, when he ſays with importunity as 
| well as Authority, My i ow me thine 
_— 

It diſappoints the End; defined by 
God's widdom in his Service, bis own glo- 
ry, and the edification of the VV orſhippers ; 
for, by ſuch hypocriſie which withdraws 
the belt part of Man's Service (that which 
is inward, judicious, hearty) and ſubſti- 
tutes that which is ſcarce a ſhew of- De- 
votion, God is rather mockd than ' ho- 
nour d: and thoſe who are preſent in his 
Houſe with thoughts ranging inthe world, 
can neither improve m Knowledge not 
Faith, nor Devotion, nor Morality ; ſee- 
ing they attend not to. the means and 
exerciſes of them : For our Spiritual is 
not like our Natura. Stature, which grows 
up, whether we think or think not of it. 
Obſervable are the ue of the Apoſtle. 


Con- 


—_— 
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Conf der what 1 ſay, and the Lord give 
you underſtanding 1 in all things. 

Add to this, the great aggravation of 
Hog eos n Sinners of this kind; who 
ſtand in ſuch need of the efpeczal grace of 
God, and whom Gods extraordinary 
Goodneſs hath obliged with the means 
of it; for after all this they defpile his 
and their own mercies, and uſe the Grace 
of God ( as they ought to do the 
World) with an incffcrency, and as if 
. they uſed it not. 

This undervaluing of the Richis of 
God's Love, inftead of giving him thanks ; 
this negle& of means, inſtead of embra- 
cing and: uſing them for the improve- 
ment of our very imperfe& nature; this 
ſpending of good hours to fuch ill pur- 
pole, . is not only wicked, but 

2ly. Exceeding perillous, as indeed all 
wickedneſs is; for how pleaſant ſoever 

C 2 vain 


— 
he — 
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Ke Of the Wandring of the Mind 
vain Thoughts are, and how charming 
ſoever this Paradiſe m_ which the-- Fool 
wanders, may for a ſeaſon ſeem to him ; 
yet the immediate conſequence is - evil, 
and the end of theſe things are ſhame 
and death. Een | 
Diſtraction abateth the Feat of the 
Heart, asthe ſcattering of the Rays does 
the heat of the Sun; and when Men are 
ether cold or luke-warm in their duty, 
they are robb'd of the Comfort of it : they 
cannot take delight in that which they 

mind not. | 

The ſervice of God is a wearineſs to 
thoſe whoſe Thoughts and Aﬀetiions 
are ellewhere entangled. . Sp. it was to. 
the Iſraelites, who groan'd even under 
Amos 8. 5. their Priviledge, and faid, © When will 
* the Sabbath be over that we may ſet 
* forth wheat? _ . me 


TREE 
$-0-""EY 


"a 


- in.the $ ervice. of. God. 


_ And: for: Alng bt, God,; ry can we: 
imagine thathe will mind thoſe Services.of 
ours, which»#e our :{elves donot: 'He'can- 
not but obſerye:them; bur: it is with the 
Animadverſion of a: Judge, and it order 
ro puniſhment : | ahd 2t & a fearful thing, 
(in ſuch a manner, and --4o 1ll-a_.caule) 
to fall- into the. hands of:; the. living God: 
He will make: [gpbd' his; thteatnmg in 
Fer. 6. ig. 1 ml bring upon: this oP 
the fruit. of their. thoughts, (-: 1.0) 54 

:\Now the Conſiderations of hs Wick- 
edrieſs, and the Peril of wilfal atxd affected 
wandring 1 inthe Serviceof God;-do- fitly: 
prepare the Way 60 the Fried Part of this 
Diſcewſe, -: CD Tn. ies of. 

2A perfuaſroe to Am an 
a we cannot. be: <ither 1 Dons; Or 


ſafe; Or aſeful- «<7 v1 pi elect Wot 


.; Give, x 7 bg Gat not-a *elinds- 
ca _at a: reaſqnable ſeryixe.: Let him; have 


mOTICE 


of be omareng of. the Mind 


more: than the:bodily y Enpine; ad; the 
natural ſpring of 1}! b N which the Eyes; : 
and. Hands, "and: Lips; ' and Knees, are 
mov di Contider:that when all the Forces: 
of :>youl: and Body are united , They 
are ſtill an.imperfe&Oblation ; howmuch 
more when they: — and weakned 
by. the Thoughts and AﬀeCQions runnin 
in manyandin crooked Channels... by 
.. Offer, then, to.kim what is his ru nt 
that which pleaſethy him beſt, and. that 
which: hecnivs aNlan,” the Soul, 'the'in- 
tention, the inward reverence; give him- 
it with judgment ; not repeating (for ex- 
ample ſake ) - the Miniſters: proper parts, 
ſuch as Abſolution and Benediffian, as the 
manner of ſome is. + 'Give him it in its 


place and.in its "IV perform that ſin- 
cerely which you come 's do: Iþ any- 
other thing: be then thought of; .tho' in 
Its — nature, indifferent; nay- #ho'- 
good, 


—— — —_ EC 
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77 it 15 :mproper; ' and: takes. us away 
from our Jorma duty at a 'time when 
we ſhould ſolemnly perfqzm it. He (tor 
inſtance):do's ut: inBods Cauſe who reads 


the: very: 5 criptares an __ Fime of the 
_ | 

He:that-is.in Hin an ad under- 
ſianding of-it; he that conſiders how eK- 
cellent a Creature-Man .is as: God made 
him, ſuch a one will not be eafte in do- 
ing any thing »nſeaſonably and iMiperti- 


nently; mach lets will: he\forgive himſelf 

for Ginking with pleaſure-oh God's Day 

only on-. his awn fax days Labours, or 
(which'i are.cmnl” worle ):.- his // anitlet Bec ». 14 
and loofneſſes of Life.. :\'T he-Qniſe” nia FProv. 17. 
Eyes are in bis Head, but a fools Eyes oy 
are. at '.bhe. ends-of the Earth :. Endea- 

vour, therefarez te! utteboa lis Led # 

not as fools Xs as. wiſe, laying in this 

ſenſe, our hearts are fixed, O God, our 


baits .are fixed. Now 
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\.. Now ' becauſe: we'are Tubjecto the 
Tofirwiry of : giddinels -and miſattention, 
and to an indulgence ob 'infirny Nature.; 
and, likewiſe to the Tafults of :that: A- 
verkary, -who ſtudies to give-the greateſt 
interruption to us when we are moſt 
religiouſly umplay'd; : a meer: :d:ſua- 
ſrve - from. wandring is. not '- ſufticient 
for. us, unleſs we alſo- underſtand: and 


uſe fit H elps _— — of 
thou ght. hs a” TATE 


" And for Helps, me are but pretended 


ones, - and'will deceive-us. © -- 
Others are real, and will at leaſt pre- 
vent: much., of, our Diſtemper, if ey 


cannot wholly cure. It. 


* \* * 


F irſt, i & the pretended H elps 


which will deorive us, [ſhall mention 
two. | 4 


T, The 
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The Fzrſtis that of the KRomanifts, who 
preſcribe the wſe of an Image, as a proper 
Inſtrument for the faxing the Mind by 
the Aſſiſtance of Senſe. Whereas, by this 
means the Eye draws down the Mind 
from the Prototype ro the I ype, from 
the Creator to the Creature; and the |- 
mage is turnd into an Idol, and the Iin- 
mediate Phantaſm (which is made by the 
ſight of 1t) 1s that which is moſt thought 
of and adord. So that this ſecond Q)b- 
je diſtracts the Mind, inſtead of fixing 
it where it ſhould be truiy placd ; and 
gives it a diverſion by thoſe Bodily Ap- 
pearances which do not at all appertain 
ro the moſt high God whom we worlhip, 
and whom only we ſhould ſerve. 

A ſecond pretended Help againſt wan- 
dring of Mind, is anpremeditated Prayer. 
For the Novelty of it will, they preſume, 
engage the Attention, whilſt that to which 

D Men 
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Men are accultom'd will be formally re- 
peared. 
To which it may be ſaid, that ſuch as 
come in good earneſt to ſerve God, will 
attend much more to an ancient Service, 
which 1s judicious and grave, than to any 
new one which 1s raw and undigeſted. 
That thoſe who officiate ( being not 
inſpir'd) unleſs great Ability and long 
Ute have given them an extraordinary 
Talent, are diftraFed berwixt Invention 
and Elocution; they are forcd not ſo much 
to mind what they ſay, as to ſiudy what 
they ſhall ſay : and thoſe who hear are 
diſtracted alſo, betwixt Aſſenting and 
laying Amen, and conſidering, in a new 


Matter, whether they can ſay Amen to 
It Or not. 


| Nor canitbe imagind that the Hearers 

ſhould not rove if the Speakers do. 

Wherefore, not truſting to pretended 
Helps, 
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Helps, let us (2d4ly) make uſe of thoſe 
which are real. And they are many. 

Our Infirmity of thought is help'd 

By ſome Order in thinking, tho' it be 
not nice and Philoſophical, but ſuch as 
we may learn even from common Cate- 
chiſms, and Sums of Chriſtian Religion. 

By freeing our lelves, as much as may 
be, trom worldly Incumbrance ; and by 
baniſhing Care , which perplexeth the 
Mind, and choaketh the good thoughts 

of it. 

By preſerving the T emper from being 
broken with Adverſity, through that e- 
venneſs which proceedeth from R eligna- 
tion to God. 

By keeeping the Afairs of the otber 
days of the VVeek from intrenching too 
much upon thoſe of the firſt ; ſo the Fews 
began their Sabbath abour Midnight ; 


and how (for Example's fake) is it pol- 
D 2 ſible 


On I 
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ſible for rhoſe to be undiſtrated in God's 
Service, who come into aUhurch on the 
Lord's Day, tull of the Images of a T hea- 
ter frequented on the Eve of it ? 

Further our Infirmity is belp'd, by a 
particular Application to God againſt wan- 
dring in his Service, when we are juſt en- 
tring upon 1t. 

By our immediate checking and recal- 
ling of our T houghts, as ſoon as we per- 
ceive them to be ſtepping aſide; and by 
taking a holy R evenge upon our ſelves, e- 


ſpecially in private, in repeating that to 
which we leſs attended, till we are fatis- 
fied in our attention to it. 

It is further aſhiſted, by the conſidera- 
tion of the Majeſty of him we worſhip ; 
by laying to Heart the moment of the 


Service it (elf, and making it caſe of 
Life and Death eternal, which will almoſt 
force us to attend to it 


By 


mn the 8 ervice of God. 


By the Tzme conſiderd, as ſeparated 

from common Uſle and ſervile Labour. 

By the Place,thought upon as dreadful, 
or as God's eſpecial. Preſence. 

By the decency. of the Place fitted for 
a Religious Aſſembly , without wariety 
of. ſuperſtitious Figures, ſuch eſpecially as 
we ſee in many Romiſh Churches, where 
they ſerve for Pomp, rather than Edi- 
fication, and for the refreſhing of thoſe to 
whom the unedifying found of an. un- 
known Language would elle be very te- 
dious. EG 

Images, and ſuch-like Ornaments, amuſe 
the Fancy, and draw away the Attention 
from the Service of God, which is the Bu- 
ſineſs for which ſuch Buildings are erected, 
and where it ſufficethit they be conveni- 
ent, clean and decent. 


Furthermore, our Infirmity is help'd by 
Scriptures and Services ina known T ongue ; 
for 


Of the Wandring of the Mind 
tor how ſhall a Man attend to that which 
he does not underſtand ? 

Allo by the good Method and Order of 
that which 1s deliver'd ; and by /turgical 
Words, well choſen, and ready Prepar'd. 
For a Service which i is well weigh'd, and 
oenerally approvd of, and at hand for uſe, 
leaves the Mind at more freedom for the 
exerciſe of its Devotion : It hath nothing 

then to do, but to add to good VVords ; reli- 

oJOUS fervour of Mind, which by the in- 
tenſeneſs of it, will keep off Foreign Ideas; 
'The Þirds wall not light upon the Sacri- 
fice whillt it is flaming. 

| Norare thoſe frequent breaks 1n Litur- 
oy incon(1derable Helps to the common 
People, who are loſt in a long-continued 
Service; whilſt they are ableto attend to 
tnat which | is ſhort, and after a {mall pauſe, 
to renew their Artention to a followin 
E Jarintien or GolleF : and to them tho! 


ſhort 


in the Service of God. 


ſhort F jaculations. which the 10norant 
revile as ſhreds of Prayer, are real Helps 
of Devotion. 

Laſt of all ; God,by his Spirit, helps the 
Spirit of Man in the ufe of good Means, 


' when, with profound Humility, and fer- 


vent Devotion, he prays for it. 

After all this, let no Man excuſe himſelf 
upon the impoſſibility of perfe& ſteadineſs 
of Mind. 

The firſt Motions to wandring can 
ſcarcely be, at all times, prevented ; but the 
continuance of them is our own A& and 
Choice. In Waters a {mall Circle,made by 
any thing caſt in, 1s enlarg d into a greater; 
and {o multiplied, till atlaſt the whole Sur- 
face becomes uneven ; but itneeds not be 
ſoin the deep of-the Heart which is a v0- 
Juntary. Agent. '. That which cannor be 
help d. ſhall not hie an{werd for : but much 


wy be help'd; andif itbe nor, ſuch di- 
ſtracion 
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{traction is beyond Apology. All vain, 
all wicked Thoughts which we delight in, 
are our own; and proceed not ſo much 
from the Frailty of Nature, as the Pol- 
lution of the Heart. 

And happier, much happier 1 the Con- 
dition of the Ideot, who cannot think with 
any tolerable confiſtence ; or the f#ck Per- 
ſon, whole Fever rageth, and not himſelf, 
than a Man who has a good Capacity, 
and is a Maſter of Method ; yet, when he 
is upon. the great Buſineſs of ſaving his 
Soul, takes up all his thoughts with his 
Farms and his Oxen, his Trade and Mer- 
chandize, his Politicks or ſecular Studics. 

And for. thoſe pious Worlhippers, 
whoſe minds are weak, and memories trail 
and by Age, or other Cauſes, paſt the reco- 
very of the ſoundneſs of them, let them not 
be ſo diſcouraged as to. forbear God's 
Worſhip, becauſe they do it with ſuch 


ITN- 


in the Service of God. 

Þ imperfefion, The Paralitic muſt move 
on, tho' they ſhake every ſtep, they make 
way, tho ſlowly ; and they will, at laſt, fi- 
niſh their Courſe with joy. That which 
the Apoſtle ſaith of Charzty, is true of Pie- 
ty ; If there be 4 willing mind it is accep- 
ted according to what a man bas, and not 
according to what be bas not. | 

It is confels'd, that one end of our com- 
ing together in Religious Aſſemblies, is the 
giving a publick Sign of our Communion 
With God's Church, which is. done by our 
.preſence, and our decent behaviour there. 
Bur there'is ſomething more requir'd ; the 
paying of our aGual Homage to'God, by 
the Dedication of Soul and Body to him, 

and 'the attending to 'the boly Offices, as 
-means appoiticed by God for our inflru 
"ion, reproof, 'encouragement, and 'com-. 
"fort ;'and the conveying. to. us his eſpecial 
"Grace and Blefling. FE rr 
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 Irsrrue, the Liturgyisa ſettled Form, 
and gives not daily new entertainment to 
Mens Fancies ; but it is ſuch, as being of- 


ren repeated, may yet pleaſe and benefit 
the Devont. 


The Scriptures are always the ſame, but 
they are a great deep of Divine Wiſdom : 
and every time a Man attends to them, he 

may poſſibly find ſomething inſtructive ave 
uſetul, which before he oblerv d not. 

It is certain that we cannot hear Moſes 
and the Prophets in Perſon : But God's 
good Providence hath convey d their wri- 
tings down to us, and we muſt read and 
hear them. 


Iris true, that $ views whoſe Wiſdom 
drew Hearers from the Fnds of the Earth, 


do's not now ſpeak himſelf,but his Works do. 


| It: is confelsd, that. Chriſt who ſp ake as 


never man 2 ſpake, isin the + ul but his 
written word is in his Charch, and amiph- 


cy 
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ty Power goes along with it whereſoever 
there 1s a teachable and attentive Diſpo- 
ſition. 

It is alſo humbly acknowledg'd, that 
there are great Imperfe&ions in the Mini- 
ſters of the Church ; yet Chriſt hath been 
pleas'd, in earthen Veſſels, to convey tothe 
World the rich Treaſure of his Goſpel. 

Let us therefore receive the Gift with- 
out deſpiling the meanneſs of the Meſſen- 
gers ; and mind not ſo much who the 
Perſon is that ſpeaks, as that which is ſaid, 
and the Divine Authority, from whence 
he has Commiſſhon to preach the Do- 
arine of the Meſſiah. 


\ Finally, Let us make deyout ſupplication to Al- 
mighty God, who hath cauſed all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our Learning ; praying him. to, grant, 
That we may in ſuch wiſe read, bear, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digeſt them, that by patience'and comfort of his 
Holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold faſt the 
bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which be hath given 
us in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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